Today’s Message: “God’s Redemptive Plan”

“For we hear that some among you walk in idleness… As for
you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good.”
(2 Thess. 3:11-13 ESV)

“Timothy has just returned, bringing us good news about your
faith and love… because you have remained strong in your
faith. It gives us new life to know that you are standing firm in
the Lord. How we thank God for you! Because of you we
have great joy as we enter God’s presence. Night and day
we pray earnestly for you, asking God to let us see you again
to fill the gaps in your faith.” (1 Thess. 3:6-10 NLT)
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1. Along with recognition of our own brokenness, we recognize as
well our own blessedness.
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“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in
the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless
before him. In love he predestined us for adoption as sons
through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to
the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us
in the Beloved.” (Ephesians 1:3-6 ESV)

“Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is
this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep
oneself unstained from the world.” (James 1:27, ESV)
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Fear: I’m afraid what could happen next.
Disobedience: I refuse to go on.
Ignorance: I didn’t know there was more.
Comfort: I’m comfortable stopping right here.
Discouragement: I’m discouraged about what’s happened
before.
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3. We understand our Christian calling to care for the vulnerable,
and we fulfill our unique roll in that call.
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2. We join God in his work of renewal, which often includes
tending to the most vulnerable.
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1. How often do most people you know think about transformational
outreach? Explain your answer.
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3. Talk about the 5 barriers Pastor Scott named. Do any of these barriers get you off mission? Are there other barriers not named here
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