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Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17 Every good
gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from
the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow
due to change. 18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the
word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. (James 1:18, ESV)
26

Home sweet home is often not so sweet.
18

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are
not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to
us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to
futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in
hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage
to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation has been
groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now.
23
And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this
hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For
who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do
not see, we wait for it with patience. (Romans 8:18-25, ESV)
Firstfruits are a sign of better things to come.
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If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his
tongue but deceives his heart, this person’s religion is worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the
Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction,
and to keep oneself unstained from the world.
(James 1:26-27, ESV)
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