Yahweh - The intimate God who is present.
“The LORD appeared to us in the past, saying: “I have loved
you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with unfailing
kindness.” (Jeremiah 31:3, NIV)
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The LORD said to Moses, “Cut for yourself two tablets of
stone like the first, and I will write on the tablets the words that
were on the first tablets, which you broke. 2 Be ready by the
morning, and come up in the morning to Mount Sinai, and present yourself there to me on the top of the mountain. 3 No one
shall come up with you, and let no one be seen throughout all
the mountain. Let no flocks or herds graze opposite that mountain.” 4 So Moses cut two tablets of stone like the first. And he
rose early in the morning and went up on Mount Sinai, as the
LORD had commanded him, and took in his hand two tablets of
stone. 5 The LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him
there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD. 6 The LORD
passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a
God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love for
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but
who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the
fathers on the children and the children's children, to the third
and the fourth generation.” 8 And Moses quickly bowed his
head toward the earth and worshiped. 9 And he said, “If now I
have found favor in your sight, O Lord, please let the Lord go
in the midst of us, for it is a stiff-necked people, and pardon
our iniquity and our sin, and take us for your inheritance.”
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And he said, “Behold, I am making a covenant. Before all
your people I will do marvels, such as have not been created
in all the earth or in any nation. And all the people among
whom you are shall see the work of the LORD, for it is an awesome thing that I will do with you. 11 “Observe what I command
you this day. Behold, I will drive out before you the Amorites,
the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the
Jebusites. 12 Take care, lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land to which you go, lest it become a snare in
your midst. 13 You shall tear down their altars and break their
pillars and cut down their Asherim 14 (for you shall worship no
other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous
God. (Exodus 34: 1-14, ESV)
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“There is no faithfulness or steadfast love, and no knowledge of God in
the land; there is swearing, lying, murder, stealing, and committing adultery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows bloodshed.”
(Hosea 4:2, ESV)
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Israel has spurned the good; the enemy shall pursue him. 4 They made
kings, but not through me. They set up princes, but I knew it not. With
their silver and gold they made idols for their own destruction.
(Hosea 8:3-4, ESV)
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You have plowed iniquity; you have reaped injustice; you have eaten
the fruit of lies. Because you have trusted in your own way and in the
multitude of your warriors, 14 therefore the tumult of war shall arise
among your people, and all your fortresses shall be destroyed. (Hosea
10: 13-14, ESV)
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Runs, kisses, a robe, a ring, sandals, and a feast.
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Our God did not wait in Heaven for us to come to our senses, He closed the
gap, He shortened the distance, and He sent Jesus on a Christmas rescue
mission.
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I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me,
just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay
down my life for the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that are not
of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my
voice. (John 10:14-15, ESV)
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Text NORTHWAY to 42828 to receive daily devotional content and small group
discussion questions.
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