God’s love defines the Christian movement.

Today’s Message: “God the Son: Part 6”

Maundy Thursday – mandatum = “commandment”

God’s love defines the Christian movement.

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if
you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35, ESV)
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Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united
with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing
in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my
joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above
yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you
to the interests of the others. (Philippians 2:1-4, NIV)
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“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”
(John 14:15, ESV)

(See also John 15:12-17; 1 John 4:7-21)

Love is proven through actions.
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”
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“Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and
truth.” (1 John 3:18, ESV)
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God’s love drives Jesus’ mission and sacrifice.

God’s love drives Jesus’ mission and sacrifice.

“Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his
friends.” (John 15:13, ESV)
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friends.” (John 15:13, ESV)

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him.” (John 3:16-17, ESV)
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For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.
For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a
good person one would dare even to die – but God shows his love for us
in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:6-8,
ESV)
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Jesus’ surrendered His status, power, and life because He loves us.

Jesus’ surrendered His status, power, and life because He loves us.

Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and
asked them, “Who is it you want?” “Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “I
am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with
them.) When Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the
ground. (John 18:4-6, ESV)
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“For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I
may take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my
own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take
it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.”
(John 10:17-18, ESV)
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In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as
Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality
with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made
himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in
human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross!
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the
name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father. (Philippians 2:5-11, NIV)
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Text NORTHWAY to 42828 to receive daily devotional content and small group discussion questions throughout this series.
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