Edom:
1. Secure in their geography
2. Over confident in their wisdom
14

Today’s Message: “A Response to a Refugee Crisis ”
The Book of Obadiah – A Nations response to a refugee crisis based on
900+ years of family hostility.
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if my people who are called by my name humble themselves,
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I
will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.
(2 Chronicles 7:14, ESV)
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[gēr] Hebrew for ‘sojourner’ - Means to live among people who are not
blood relatives. Rather than enjoying native civil rights, the [gēr] was
dependent upon the hospitality of a host nation.
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Kingdom Postures Concerning the Refugee

If you do not oppress the sojourner, the fatherless, or the
widow, or shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not
go after other gods to your own harm, 7 then I will let you dwell
in this place, in the land that I gave of old to your fathers forever. (Jeremiah 7:6-7)

2. We are to be a Joinable people.
• If a stranger shall sojourn with you and would keep the Passover to the LORD, let all his males be circumcised. Then he
may come near and keep it; he shall be as a native of the land.
But no uncircumcised person shall eat of it. (Exodus 12:48)
•

1. Mistreatment and Oppression are not options.
• You shall not wrong a sojourner or oppress him, for you were
sojourners in the land of Egypt. (Exodus 22:21)
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2. We are to be a Joinable people.
• If a stranger shall sojourn with you and would keep the Passover to the LORD, let all his males be circumcised. Then he
may come near and keep it; he shall be as a native of the land.
But no uncircumcised person shall eat of it. (Exodus 12:48)
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For the LORD will have compassion on Jacob and will again
choose Israel, and will set them in their own land, and sojourners will join them and will attach themselves to the house of
Jacob. (Isaiah 14:1)
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3. We are Equals.
• And it shall be a statute to you forever that in the seventh month, on
the tenth day of the month, you shall afflict yourselves and shall do
no work, either the native or the stranger who sojourns among you.
(Leviticus 16:29)
•

For the assembly, there shall be one statute for you and for the
stranger who sojourns with you, a statute forever throughout your
generations. You and the sojourner shall be alike before
the LORD. 16 One law and one rule shall be for you and for the
stranger who sojourns with you.” (Numbers 15:15-16)

4. We are to lead with Love and Care.
• But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you
shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter or your male
servant or your female servant, or your ox or your donkey or any of
your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates, that your
male servant and your female servant may rest as well as you.
(Deuteronomy 5:14)
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When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you shall not strip it
afterward. It shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow.
(Deuteronomy 24:21)
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And you shall rejoice in all the good that the LORD your God has
given to you and to your house, you, and the Levite, and the sojourner who is among you. (Deuteronomy 26:11)
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Something to Consider
What does scripture reveal as to the responsibility of the refugee? In order to
join, to be treated as equals, and to be loved and cared for what must they do?
There is little to no reference to the responsibilities of the sojourner. All of the
responsibility falls on the follower of God.
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