Last Week
Baseline of Generosity – The Tithe
8

Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say,
‘How have we robbed you?’ In your tithes and contributions.
9
You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the
whole nation of you. 10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse,
that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the
test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of
heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is
no more need. (Malachi 3:8-10, ESV)

Today’s Message: “Hunting Generosity: Part 2”

Pursuing a Destiny (Taking) VS Leaving a Legacy (Giving)
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This Week
Blessing of Generosity – Giving Away Excess

The generous will themselves be blessed, for they share their
food with the poor. (Proverbs 22:9, NIV)
Outbursts of Generosity – I’ve Seen Fire and I’ve Seen Rain!

Whoever gives to the poor will not want, but he who hides his
eyes will get many a curse. (Proverbs 28:27, ESV)
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So Ahab sent to all the people of Israel and gathered the
prophets together at Mount Carmel. 21 And Elijah came near to
all the people and said, “How long will you go limping between
two different opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if
Baal, then follow him.” And the people did not answer him a
word. 22 Then Elijah said to the people, “I, even I only, am left a
prophet of the LORD, but Baal's prophets are 450 men. 23 Let
two bulls be given to us, and let them choose one bull for
themselves and cut it in pieces and lay it on the wood, but put
no fire to it. And I will prepare the other bull and lay it on the
wood and put no fire to it. 24 And you call upon the name of
your god, and I will call upon the name of the LORD, and the
God who answers by fire, he is God.” And all the people answered, “It is well spoken.”
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“I believe that we are destined to be remembered by the wounds,
the brokenness and that lack of wholeness unless we come to grips
with and become grateful people.”
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Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose for yourselves one bull and prepare it first, for you are many, and call upon the name of your god, but put no fire to
it.” 26 And they took the bull that was given them, and they prepared it and called
upon the name of Baal from morning until noon, saying, “O Baal, answer us!” But
there was no voice, and no one answered. And they limped around the altar that
they had made. 27 And at noon Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry aloud, for he is a
god. Either he is musing, or he is relieving himself, or he is on a journey, or perhaps
he is asleep and must be awakened.” 28 And they cried aloud and cut themselves
after their custom with swords and lances, until the blood gushed out upon them.
29
And as midday passed, they raved on until the time of the offering of the oblation,
but there was no voice. No one answered; no one paid attention. 30 Then Elijah said
to all the people, “Come near to me.” And all the people came near to him. And he
repaired the altar of the LORD that had been thrown down. 31 Elijah took twelve
stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word
of the LORD came, saying, “Israel shall be your name,” 32 and with the stones he built
an altar in the name of the LORD. And he made a trench about the altar, as great as
would contain two seahs of seed. 33 And he put the wood in order and cut the bull in
pieces and laid it on the wood. And he said, “Fill four jars with water and pour it on
the burnt offering and on the wood.” 34 And he said, “Do it a second time.” And they
did it a second time. And he said, “Do it a third time.” And they did it a third time.
35
And the water ran around the altar and filled the trench also with water. 36 And at
the time of the offering of the oblation, Elijah the prophet came near and said, “O
LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that you are God
in Israel, and that I am your servant, and that I have done all these things at your
word. 37 Answer me, O LORD, answer me, that this people may know that you, O
LORD, are God, and that you have turned their hearts back.” 38 Then the fire of the
LORD fell and consumed the burnt offering and the wood and the stones and the
dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 And when all the people saw
it, they fell on their faces and said, “The LORD, he is God; the LORD, he is God.”
40
And Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape.”
And they seized them. And Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon and
slaughtered them there. (1 Kings 18, ESV)

Small Group or Personal Reflection Questions:
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Small Group or Personal Reflection Questions:

1. Scott said you need to determine when enough is enough. How can
you go about doing that?
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2. Can you recall a time in your life that you were in need (great or
small) and received an unexpected blessing from someone?
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3. When is the last time you gave out of your excess? When is the last
time you felt blessed or received a blessing based on your
generosity?
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4. Read out loud all of 1 Kings 18. God wanted the Nation of Israel to
be “all in.” When is the last time you engaged in true sacrificial, risky,
or “all-in” generosity?
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