Passion without perseverance leaves behind a
graveyard of unfulfilled expectations.

Today’s Message: “Mark—The Disciples”
Passion without perseverance leaves behind a
graveyard of unfulfilled expectations.

Calling of the Disciples
Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they
were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I
will make you become fishers of men.” 18 And immediately they
left their nets and followed him. 19 And going on a little farther,
he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who
were in their boat mending the nets. 20 And immediately he
called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with
the hired servants and followed him. (Mark 1:16-20)
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And he went up on the mountain and called to him those
whom he desired, and they came to him. 14 And he appointed
twelve (whom he also named apostles) so that they might be
with him and he might send them out to preach 15 and have
authority to cast out demons. 16 He appointed the twelve:
Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter); 17 James the son of
Zebedee and John the brother of James (to whom he gave the
name Boanerges, that is, Sons of Thunder); 18 Andrew, and
Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and
James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the
Zealot, 19 and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.
(Mark 3:13-19)

He went out again beside the sea, and all the crowd was coming to him, and he was teaching them. 14 And as he passed by,
he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and
he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him.
(Mark 2:13-14)
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Disciple = [mathetes] One who learns through instruction under a
teacher.
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Jesus never promises easy; He promises best.
57

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow
you wherever you go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and
birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his
head.” 59 To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me
first go and bury my father.” 60 And Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead
to bury their own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of
God.” 61 Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say
farewell to those at my home.” 62 Jesus said to him, “No one who puts
his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of
God.” (Luke 9)
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“You come to me with a sword and with a spear and with a javelin, but I
come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of
Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the LORD will deliver you into
my hand, and I will strike you down and cut off your head.
(1 Samuel 17:45 & 46)
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And now, behold, I am this day eighty-five years old. 11 I am still as
strong today as I was in the day that Moses sent me; my strength now is
as my strength was then, for war and for going and coming. 12 So now
give me this hill country of which the Lord spoke on that day, for you
heard on that day how the Anakim were there, with great fortified cities.
It may be that the Lord will be with me, and I shall drive them out just as
the Lord said.” (Joshua 14:10 - 12)
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But many of us will never move past interested curiosity. That is, unless we
take a step of faith.”
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In response to being called, my step of faith today is to_________________
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Journey alongside the religious leaders, the crowds, and the disciples as they
hear from Jesus by subscribing to daily devotionals, reading plans of both the
Gospel of Mark and the New Testament, as well as discussion questions for
your small group to use throughout each of the Mark series.
Text “NORTHWAY” to 42828 to subscribe.
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