Today’s Message: “Wait, What?: Part 4”

Both looked faithful in appearance – but on the inside were barren.
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It is difficult to see my own hypocrisy
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The condition of our Root determines our Fruit
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Pastor Dave D Angelo

Mark 11:11-21
11
And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And
when he had looked around at everything, as it was already
late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 12On the following
day, when they came from Bethany, he was hungry. 13And
seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see if he
could find anything on it. When he came to it, he found nothing
but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. 14And he said to
it, "May no one ever eat fruit from you again."And his disciples
heard it. 15And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the
temple and began to drive out those who sold and those who
bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the
money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. 16And he would not allow anyone to carry anything
through the temple. 17And he was teaching them and saying to
them, "Is it not written, 'My house shall be called a house of
prayer for all the nations'? But you have made it a den of robbers." 18And the chief priests and the scribes heard it and
were seeking a way to destroy him, for they feared him, because all the crowd was astonished at his teaching. 19And
when evening came they went out of the city. 20As they passed
by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered away to its
roots. 21And Peter remembered and said to him, "Rabbi, look!
The fig tree that you cursed has withered."
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Psalm 139:23-24
23
Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my
thoughts! 24 And see if there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in
the way everlasting!
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Responding to Psalm 139 Prayers
1. Slow Down
2. Confess Fully
3. Let People In
4. Seek Personal Application First
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Matthew 7:3-5
3
Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 4Or how can you say to your
brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when there is the log in
your own eye? 5You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye,
and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.
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Galatians 5:1
1
For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not
submit again to a yoke of slavery.
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Small Group or Personal Reflection Questions:
1. Describe a time when other people knew something about you, but you
didn’t know it yourself.
Read Mark 11:11-21.
 In v. 15-17, what is it about the temple that makes Jesus so
angry?
 How does the temple situation relate to the story of the fig tree in
v. 11-14, 20-21?
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2. How would you define hypocrisy? Why is it so difficult to see in ourselves?
Read Psalm 139:23-24.
 In your own words, describe what this prayer asks for and accomplishes.
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3. Why does confession (admitting fault) without repentance (making a life
change) only further our problems with hypocrisy?
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