Today’s Message: “The Last Arrow: Part 1”

“What will haunt you until your final breath
is who you could have been but never became
and what you could have done but never did.”
Erwin McManus

A Study of 1 Chronicles 11 & 2 Samuel 23

A Study of 1 Chronicles 11 & 2 Samuel 23

Now these are the chiefs of David's mighty men, who gave him
strong support in his kingdom, together with all Israel, to make
him king, according to the word of the Lord concerning Israel. This is an account of David's mighty men: Jashobeam,
a Hachmonite, was chief of the three. He wielded his spear
against 300 whom he killed at one time.
(1 Chronicles 11:10-11, ESV)
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The Last Arrow Principle:
I will do what is right even when the odds are stacked against me.
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Dealing with wrong decisions that lead to regret…
1. Decide who gets to determine what is right for you.
2. Play that forward while remembering your past regrets.

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways
my ways, declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my
thoughts than your thoughts. (Isaiah 55:8-9, ESV)
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…for we aim at what is honorable not only in the Lord's sight
but also in the sight of man. (2 Corinthians 8:21, ESV)
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For we are taking pains to do what is right, not only in the
eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of man.
(2 Corinthians 8:21, NIV)
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Small Group or Personal Reflection Questions:
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1. Whom, real or fictional, would you describe in today’s world as “mighty” in
the sense of David’s Mighty Men?
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2. What is your reaction to this Erwin McManus quotation? What comes to
mind? “What will haunt you until your final breath is who you could have
been but never became and what you could have done but never did.”
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3. Read 1 Chronicles 11:10-11
 How does Jashobeam embody this principle: “I will do what is right
even when the odds are stacked against me”?
 When has God placed you in a situation that called for this same
principle?

3. Read 1 Chronicles 11:10-11
 How does Jashobeam embody this principle: “I will do what is right
even when the odds are stacked against me”?
 When has God placed you in a situation that called for this same
principle?

4. Read 2 Corinthians 8:19-21 (in multiple translations if possible)
 According to the preceding verses, what specific situation in Paul
referring to in verse 21?
 How do the two translations “we aim at what is honorable” (ESV)
and “we are taking pains to do what is right” (NIV) each help you
understand what Paul is saying?
 In what areas of life are you struggling as you strive to do what is
honorable and right?
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